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THE MESSENGER 

February, 2012 THE MESSENGER 

Beloved, 
 
ñI love you; be safe.ò  My daughter, Teresa, and I say these words to each other as one of us leave the house 
to run some errand, go to school or to work. ñI love you,ò I say to my boys when we talk on the phone.  ñI love 
you,ò I say to my friends. 
 
I love you.  This month we celebrate one day set aside for those three words:  Valentineôs Day.  There are, in 
any number of stores, aisles already full of cards to spouses, family members and friends.  Some of the   
messages in the cards are funny, some are thoughtful, some have Christian overtones, and some are just 
plain sappy; but there is always a card for the discerning shopper. 
 
Many of us will set aside time to be with our beloved on that day, either in person, or through some social 
connection.  Even church council has rescheduled their regular monthly meeting for another day in February.  
But, I wonder about those of us who have no ñsomeone,ò or who are so far removed from family and friends 
that there will be no one to say ñI love you.ò  I wonder about those of us who have lost beloved family or 
friends.  I hurt for those of us who suffer. 
 
Being loved is one of the most important of human needs.  ñNo man (or woman) is an island.ò  We cannot live 
isolated lives, and we, made in the image of God, are made to be in loving relationships.  This is one reason 
being a member in a worshipping community is important.  Sundays are set aside to hear God say to this 
community of faith, ñI love you.ò 
 
Here, we can remember our baptism when God called us ñbeloved child.ò  It is here we are invited to dine with 
and of Christ in Holy Eucharist.  We are reminded that Jesus said ñLove one another, even as I have loved 
you.ò  (John 13:34)  The words of Christ come in the form of an imperative.  ñA new command I give to you:  
love one another.ò  We may not always like what another person has done, or said, but we cannot wriggle out 
of the commandment of Jesus:  love! 
 
Love is not just a feeling.  It is an action to care for the other even in times of disagreement or distress.     
Loving someone means seeing Christ in them, and finding him, being careful for them.  Loving someone 
through Christ means setting aside those moments when we have been insulted or hurt.  It means letting go 
of grudges or ill feelings.  There is simply no place for ego in the commandment to ñlove one another.ò 
 
I often email you notes that begin with the word ñbeloved,ò for that is what you are:  beloved of Christ.  And, 
since God has loved us so much that he gave his Son to die for us, who are you and I to address each other 
with any other greeting?  So, enjoy your Valentineôs Day.  Remember to love your family.  Reach out to those 
with whom you have broken relationships.  Remember the infirm, the poor, the sick. 
 
Remember that God loves you, and so do I. 

 

Pr. Barb 
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Council News  
 
 
 
The January meeting of your congregation council took place on the 10th and here is a 
summary of major areas covered. The council began with some general administrative 
tasks, review of the council minutes from December, approval of agenda, and             
confirmation of the building opening and closing duties for the upcoming months.  
 
Pastor Barb was busier than ever with her normal responsibilities. Pastor Barb did bring 
several items to council for discussion, several regarding the financial management   
concerning the All Godõs Children pre-school and many pertaining to work on the 
church itself. There are many building -related projects that are being looked at and the 
council reviewed a tentative, prioritized list of those items.  
 
Pavilion (on -going) 
Brick inventory (to support pavilion project)  
Shed inventory (inventory, clean out, repair and possibly purchase another one)  
Line parking lot (long overdue)  
Clean fans above alter area (very important) 
Paint nursery in preparation of AGC (already begun, thanks Fred!)  
Kitchen inventory (out with the old, in with the new)  
Lights for small stain glass windows (looking at solar lights)  
Electronic sign for front of church (facing hwy 34 - increase visibility)  
Painting church (again, long overdue)  
 
We are investigating the possibility of having a church -wide workday to divide and  
conquer items 1- 4, 5 and 7 so on. We hope to schedule a date soon, so if you are avail-
able, please support one or more of the efforts. Many thanks to those volunteers (elves) 
who have been secretly working on the Pavilion. It looks great! More to follow.  
 
The council completed some preliminary administrative tasks in preparation of the      
retreat scheduled for February 24 ð 26th as the dates for their retreat. We will once again 
travel to Trinity House in Tallapoosa, Georgia for the weekend to reflect on the past 
year, pray and plan for the upcoming year in support of our vision to expand the     
kingdom of God in òour backyard.ó Pastor distributed the book, òA Door Set Openó by  
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Peter L. Steinke and asked that all members read the book to prepare for the retreat and 
reporting assignments will be made at the retreat locations. Meals and other logistical 
items were discussed and will be finalized at the February council meeting. The cost of 
the event will be $60 per person and will be covered by each council member. We asked 
that the church use its credit card for the deposit while council members reimbursed the 
church for their individual costs. This action was approved by council.  
 
I donõt know about you, but I had one of those weeks. Back from Christmas break, I felt 
like I was playing catch -up and things just didnõt flow as easily. This past Tuesday, I 
was reminded (because I had obviously forgotten) that I had an obligation to supervise a 
sporting event at school the same night as our monthly council meeting. Needless to say, 
I had to make a call to my fellow council members to let them know that I would be a 
little late. After running all out that day to complete the other tasks I had in addition to 
this supervision duty, I finally made it to council meeting 20 or so minutes late. As I 
walked in, I immediately noticed that the meeting was in full swing and flowing 
smoothly.  
 
If youõre anything like me, you sometimes feel overwhelmed by the chaos of life and 
people around you. There are days when nothing or no one makes sense and youõre  
convinced youõre the last surviving sane person. On those days when you feel like that, 
it may help to ask God to get the burden off of our shoulders. That obviously doesnõt 
mean that things will change at that moment, or necessarily at all. It just may make us all 
feel better to know God understands how we feel.  
 
In James 4:8 it states, òCome near to God and he will come near to you.ó So take God up 
on the promise by talking to him on those days you feel as helpless as I did this past 
week. Itõs great relief to sense Godõs presence. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jeff Bouchard 
Council President 
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An Update! 
 

Take a moment and check out the rooms that will be used for our pre-school.  Fred Buyarski 
has done a wonderful job painting, and the area looks brand new! 
 
Our planning committee is working diligently.  We have chosen a curriculum, are writing    
vision and mission statements, designing a logo, pulling together employment criteria for a   
director, teacher and aide.  We will begin advertising for a director this month, and with the 
help of Staff Support, have a person in place by early March.  Weõre developing a parent      
brochure.  Some materials have been ordered.  There is much to do, but with your prayers for 
Godõs vision and with divine help, things are moving along.  We should be ready to open our 
doors this coming fall. 
 
For those of you who are asking, the answer is, òNo, we have not lost our nursery for Sunday 
mornings.ó  We are in the process of refurbishing the room, however, and it will take until mid
-February to have things back together.ó  So, be patient, please. 
 
Speaking of Sunday nursery, there are two things our church needs. 
 
First, many of the toys in the nursery have been donated to poor children in Guatemala through 
Pastor Joel Leyton.  The toys were well loved, and well used. Some of our toys were beyond    
repair.  Many thanks go out to those of you who gifted, or regifted items.  Now, we are starting 
fresh.  We will be looking for items that can be used for both our pre-school and nursery.  You 
will be given an opportunity to provide new items.  Please give us time to compile a òwish listó 
before you go shopping. 
 
Second:  we still have the need of òmanningó the nursery on Sunday mornings.  If you are     
interested in serving from 10:30 to 12:15, please contact Liz, Pr. Barb, or a council member.   
 
Matthew 19: 14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs."  
 
In peace, 
 
Pr. Barb and the All Godõs Children Planning Committee 
 

You know who you are 

And  

You know what you have done! 
 

 Thank you to the anonymous donors of a new television and blue ray CD 

player. 

The church stands in humble gratitude. 
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òSEAMSTRESSó NEEDED 

 

CURTAINS ARE NEEDED FOR THE WINDOWS  

IN THE PRESCHOOL/NURSEY  

 

PLEASE SEE PASTOR BARB AND/OR JILL DANCE  

FOR FURTHER DETAILS  

 

THANK YOU  

 

ąg{t¢~ ­£© y£¦ t   ¨{x «£¢wx¦y©  ¤¦x§x¢¨§4Ć \§tux  x Y£§¨x¦B]£¦t¢ Y£§¨x¦B 
 
ą\ t¤¤¦xv|t¨x ­£©¦ ~|¢w¢x§§Ć  X¡ |t¢x Y£§¨x¦ 
 
ąg{t¢~§ y£¦ ¤¦£ª|w|¢z ©§ «|¨{ t z¦xt¨ V{¦|§¨¡t§ ¨{|§ ­xt¦4  \ ¦xt  ­ «t§¢Ĉ¨ x¬¤xv¨|¢z t «{£ x  £¨? u©¨ |¨ «t§ 
z¦xt¨AĆ  V{¦|§ Y£§¨x¦ 
 
ą\ }©§¨ «t¢¨ ¨£ §t­ {£« ¨{t¢~y©  «x t¦x y£¦ ¨{x zx¢x¦£§|¨­ ­£© {tªx §{£«¢A  \¨ ¦xt  ­ ¡twx t w|yyx¦x¢vxAĆ  
Maryella Foster 
 
òI donõt think I can adequately express my heartfelt thanks for all that your congregation 
did for my family at Christmas.  I was tickled to see the overwhelming number of presents 
stacked around our tree.  The time, thought, and effort put forth on our behalf will be my 
favorite Christmas  memory for years to come.  Thank you for making sure that my children 
had a great holiday season!ó  Meredith Foster 
 
òAs a mother to Meredith Foster and grandmother to Christopher, Maryella, Emliane, Joran, 
and Isabelle many, many thanks for your kindness and generosity at Christmas.  Their     
excitement and joy was contagious.  What you did was no less than a miracle!  With sincere 
thanks and best wishes for a wonderful 2012!  Lynne Randazzoó 
 

Expressions of Appreciation  
To Resurrection  

From the Foster Family  
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ñThe ultimate expression of generosity is not in giving what you have,  
but in giving of who you are.ò - Johnnetta B. Cole 

 
 

We all lead busy lives. Between work, school, family obligations and the everyday duties consistent with 
keeping your life going: buying groceries, paying bills, and running errands, some days it feels as though 
you can never catch up. So when just one more thing is asked of you, itôs all too easy to tune it out and rely 
on someone else who ñisnôt as busy as you areò to fulfill that request.  
 
Donôt lie ï you know youôve done it. We all have. We have sat in church and internally groaned when there 
has been this need or that need requested which requires execution on our part. From donations of items, 
food, love offerings to volunteering your time needed to finish new projects or help with an event, how many 
of us have slouched in our pew after the request is made thinking, ñdonôt make eye contact, please donôt 
look at meéò  I have! And Iôm thinking that at some point in time, you have too.  
 
It is so easy to assume that someone else will do it because somebody ALWAYS does it. However, next 
time, maybe it should be YOUR turn. The definition of stewardship is using your time, talents and abilities 
that God has given you and give it back to God in thanksgiving. So, how can you help? Maybe you have 
always wanted to but are unsure of what role you can play. Well, think about what you are good at, what you 
enjoy doing and how you can apply those interests to the needs of the church.  
 
Are you outgoing and friendly? Do you like to host gatherings, holidays and parties at your house? Being a 
greeter would be a perfect way to volunteer your time and your talents! Itôs so important to make new and 
returning visitors feel welcome and comfortable, as well as starting our memberôs Sunday with a friendly 
smile. Who knows? You might meet a new friend in the process, whom you wouldnôt have known otherwise.  
 
Do you like to write? Volunteer to write a blog post, or an article for the newsletter. New ideas and fresh  
perspectives are so invigorating and keeps content new and interest up.  
 
Do you enjoy reading or public speaking? Every Sunday, the church needs readers for the lessons.  
 
Do you tend to be thoughtful and think of others often? Sending a card to a sick member or letting a lonely 
person know youôre thinking of them can change an entire day for someone in need of a kind word and   
support.  
 
There are so many ways in which you can help. Financial tithing is one very important way, but time and 
talents are another. Donôt let your busy schedule be the excuse. We all are given the same amount of hours 
in the day, which gives us all the exact same amount of time. Itôs how we USE that time given to us that 
makes the difference. 
 
Alissa McGregor 
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INCOME & EXPENSE FOR DECEMBER, 2011 

 

Income  
 

 Offerings        $27,715.00 

 

  Expenses  
 

 Administration         845.25 

 Evangelism           63.55   

 Payroll       6,766.28  

 Property & Grounds (Includes Mortgage)  5,696.05  

 Staff Benefits      2,819.07 

 Systems              4.95 

 Worship          443.27 

 Youth Ministries (confirmation)         17.27 

 

 Total Expenses           $16,655.69 

 

 Net Income       $11,059.31 
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Souper Bowl of Caring Chili Cook -Off  
 
 
On February 5, 2012, right after the 11 AM service, the Fellowship Ministry is sponsor-
ing a feast; the theme of which is "Chili"...yay!!  We are having a Chili Cook -off where 
folks bring their best and most tasty chili to share with the congregation and guests who 
are always welcome at RLC.  You are invited to make traditional meat chili or feel free to 
get creative with vegetarian or white chili.  If you would like to bring other things, 
please see the easel in the Narthex. 
 
The chili will be judged by a team consisting of Pastor Barb, Church Council members 
and parishioners who are above reproach.  I say this because participants have been 
known to attempt to bribe the judges with "gifts" of money, etc...just kidding but we 
must be vigilant.  Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places.  And 
then...everyone will be invited to taste all of the great chili and fix'ins.    
 
Most important, other than the good food and fellowship, is what is termed the Souper 
Bowl of Caring?  Folks are asked to make generous cash/check donations.  The funds 
are to support a very good cause in our community; The Welcome House in Newnan.  
The Welcome House is a facility which supports battered and abused women and chil-
dren.  Please come out to support this good cause!  Sign up on the easel in the Narthex!! 
 
 
As always Fred B, Debb G, and Pat W. 

Coming Mid March  

The Confirmation Class will go see  

 

òJoseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoató 

Newnan Community Theatre Company  

More Information to Come!  
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Confirmation Sermon Outline Guide 
January 15, 2012 
 Church Growth:  Come and See 
 

Just in case you are curious about the progress our kids are having in Confirmation,  
hereõs a sermon outline completed by Cody Pearce. 

 
 

What is one good thing you would like to tell others about the sermon?  What would you say?  Who would you 
tell? 
 
One good thing I would tell about the sermon. [is that] you can come to church so it can grow spiritually and 
you can know the Lord better. 
 
Analyze:  what would a non- Christian say about the sermon?  How would you respond? 
 
A non-Christian might say it doesnõt matter if you have a lot of members.  I would say yes it does because it is a 
church and we want everyone to know the Lordõs word.   We want Christ to be known, and not just him to be 
known, also his word to be known.  It will be better shared with a higher number of members.  Thatõs why the 
amount of people matters. 
 
Describe a real life situation that the sermon reminds you of. 
 
The sermon reminds me is that someone said something at school, then a lot of people heard and told what was 
said. 

Y O U T H  N E W S  

The Youth need to raise $2,000 in order to attend Affirm this year.  By April 1st, the Youth will 

need half of that amount (i.e., $1,000) to send their deposit and registration The Youth will be 

having Fundraisers to support this effort.  If you cannot participate in the fundraising events, 

your donations are accepted and appreciated.  Thank you 

FAT TUESDAY 
February 21, 2012  

 
YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

 
6:00 ~ 7:30 PM 
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