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THE MESSENGER  

Grace and Peace to You! 

 

Time is flying!  Can you believe weõre just a few weeks away from our 
Thanksgiving Basket Drive, the Angel Tree and our Madrigal Dinner!  Wasnõt it      
August 1st just a few days ago?  I am reminded of Scripture:  òfor everything there is a 
season and a time for every purpose under heaven!ó 

Itõs almost time for our annual stewardship campaign.  Look around the 
church at the ministries in which we are involved.  Not only do we participate in the 
aforementioned programs, we also have a thriving Bible study group that meets on 
Sunday evenings.  We have folks dedicated to teaching our middle and high school 
youth, and at least one person has come forward for the sake of our preschoolers.  
Christian Ed is alive and well.  This is a ministry of the congregation for which we will 
be budgeting funds.  Thank you for supporting this ministry.    

We have a fantastic Fun and Fellowship group.  Just think of all of the         
activities in which we are invited to participate.  Our annual Pig Roast was so success-
ful that we had very little meat left over!  More events are on the horizon.  We will be 
budgeting funds for this ministry.  Thank you for giving! 

Our grounds always look beautiful.  Thanks to the plethora of gardeners in 
our congregation who give of their time and talent.  It takes funding to maintain this 
area of ministry. Lights, heating and air are provided.  Thank you for giving! 

Evangelism has sponsored a òNo-Sale Yard Saleó.  People in the community 
with whom we advertised were just amazed that a group would give things away.  We 
have wonderful òwelcome to church bags,ó ònew member bags,ó and pens with our 
name on them.  Our Shepherding Team is going strong.  We collect for One Roof, the 
food pantry, maintain a generous (thank you) discretionary fund.  Evangelism is an 
area of ministry that is served by your giving.  Thank you!  

Worship and Music is the strength of this congregation.  Our talented        
musicians, singers, crucifers, acolytes, worship assistants, readers, assistants to the 
minister all give of their time and talents.  Your treasures provide communion wine, 
cups, oil for the candles, music, among other things.  Thank you for giving. 

Our Youth are finding a voice in our community.  You sent them to a          
Lutheran camp last summer.  Theyõd like to go back in 2012.  Thank you for giving! 

Finally, our staff is a group of talented, Christ-centered people who serve the 
Lord through serving you.  We have four paid positions here.  Thank you for giving. 

As you consider the ministries of Resurrection Lutheran Church, consider 
what you have to give back to the Lord.  God has dealt graciously, generously with us.  
Can we do otherwise? 

 

In peace, 

 

Pastor Barb 
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Asset mapping  
is about:  

  

Abundance  

Affinity  

Release  

The September meeting of your congregation council took place on the 13th and here is a 
summary of major areas covered. The council began with some general administrative 
tasks; review of council minutes from August, approval of agenda, and confirmation of 
the building opening and closing duties for the upcoming months.  
 
Coming out of the summer months, we find ourselves somewhat behind on giving which 
has been the trend over the years. We anticipate giving to increase as families settle into 
their routines; work, school, both, etc., and we will keep you up-to-date on this item.  
Pastor Barb reported that there will be a joint Reformation Sunday service (October 30th) 
at United Methodist Church in Newnan beginning at 4:00 pm. Our own Bishop Gordy is 
scheduled to preach and everyone is invited. 
 
The majority of this meeting centered around the kick-off of the Stewardship Campaign. 
A timeline has been set for the completion of the campaign which includes the develop-
ment of an information board for the òsharing of news,ó temple talks and the develop-
ment of a new, Asset Mapping format for the collection of talents that abound in our 
church. Please take time to look over the information and let us know what you think. 
Here is a schedule of the temple talks: 
 
September 18th ð Evangelism 
September 25th ð Fun and Fellowship 
October 2nd ð Stewardship 
October 9th ð Property and Grounds 
October 16th ð Youth and Christian Education 
October 23rd ð Worship and Music 
 
We have been speaking about Asset Mapping for several weeks now and maybe itõs about 
time to tell you a little more about it. As you would expect, assets are your current       
resources, objects that you hold dear. Another way to identify assets is to ask, "What is 
your cup half-full of?" Each church and their members have much to be thankful for, so 
what are they?  
 
Assets (resources) are of many types. Some are physical assets-- the rooms in a building, 
the pews, the playground outside. Individual assets are the gifts and talents that reside in 
our members, their families and their friends. Associational assets are the people you 
know; your friends might include a professional banker or teacher. The last asset is the 
most important of all - signs of God's grace. Ask, "What signs of God's grace have you 
witnessed lately?" and see what opportunities open up.  
 
Asset mapping is about:  

Abundance --  the abundance of gifts leaves you seeing a cup half full, not half empty 

Affinity --  uncovering the value of your gifts and discover connections to others who 
see the same values 

Release --  giving permission to follow God's call 
 
Abundance, affinity and release enable many to discover and act on their faith. It is our 
hope that this year, we do a better job at identifying all of our assets in order to better 
serve our Lord and our community. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeff Bouchard 
Council President  
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It is time once again to plan for our Thanksgiving Basket Campaign. Carl and Debbie 
Gillings, as well as Debbie and myself, will be organizing the volunteer effort this year and 
have already contacted local vendors asking for support. We will be collecting funds for this 
campaign from now through the distribution date of the baskets which is currently scheduled 
for November 19

th
. 

 

Each basket contains not only supplies for the Thanksgiving meal, but also basic staples 
based on the size of the family. The cost of each basket normally runs about $38.00 with 
some variation based on the size of the turkey provided. In addition to the turkey, the typical 
basket contains the following: 

 

Dressing (Stuffing)     5 lb All Purpose Flour     
5 lb bag of sugar     1 lb spaghetti      
Box of macaroni and cheese   1 container of Instant Oatmeal   
1 lb bag of rice     Small box of Jello (any flavor)    
Can of tomato sauce    Can of Cranberry Sauce    
Can of cut green beans    Can of sweet peas     
Can of whole corn     Can of tomato soup      
Can of chicken noodle soup   Can of cream of mushroom soup   
1 lb of butter/margarine    Potatoes                   
Bag or carrots     Oranges                  
Bag of celery      Red apples             
 

If you wish to contribute to this cause, please designate your giving to the Thanksgiving  
Basket Campaign. 

 

We will continue to update you on the progress made regarding the campaign and will notify 
you of any volunteer needs. Please pray that the campaign be as successful as in years past 
in supporting the needs of our community during this holiday. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Bouchard      

Thanksgiving Basket Campaign  
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Baptism!  What a wonderful gift from God!  The Greek word is .  It means to wash or immerse. 

 

As Lutherans, our faith tradition does not rule out immersion as a form of Baptism.  But, in most of our 

churches, simply wetting the personôs head ñin the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spiritò suffices.  

We believe that God is the actor in our Sacrament of Baptism.  It is God who cleanses us from our sins.  

It is God who claims us as children.  It is God who seals us with the Holy Spirit, marks us with the sign 

of the cross and names us as part of the Christian family.  As long as a person has been baptized in the 

name of the Triune God, we donôt ñre-baptizeò them.  Godôs work is complete. 

 

There are those who say that Baptism is ñan outward sign of an inward change.ò  Lutherans take a       

different slant on that.  We believe that while we are changed through the grace of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ, it is God who moves toward us.  We are saints and sinners at the same time. 

 

We are called to ñsin boldlyò (Martin Luther), and to repent (turn our thinking around) every day.  We 

are people of Grace!  And Baptism is one of the ways Godôs grace comes to us in powerful ways.  Live 

wet, people of God!  You are Baptized! 

Baptism of Kyle Sims (Sept 4, 2011)  

Welcome our New Members 
Kyle & Jennifer Sims  



Nola Krumins ô Baptism  
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BAPTISM  

Nola Kruminsõ Baptism 

Grace Lutheran Church  

In New Orleans 

Pastor Leon Philpot  

September 11,  2011 
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Emily Boston  

7 Cottage Drive  

Newnan, GA  30265 

770.253.9871 

Adult Bible Study  

Every Sunday Night at 

6:30 pm  

Studying the Book of 

Matthew  

Taught by Pastor Barb  

 

Bible Bites  

Every Tuesday Morning 

6:30 am 

Bible Study  

7:00 am 

Come Join Us!  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Sponsoring 

Take credit for reducing your debt 

Cost:  Free! 

Offered by:  Greg Bickhart, Financial Associate 

                     Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

When:          Thursday, October 6, 2011 

                      7:00 pm 

Where:          Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Register:        Contact the church office or 

                      Linda.Anderson@thrivent.com 

Council Meeting  

October 11, 2011 

7:00 pm 

Confirmation Bowling Party 

October 12, 2011 

6:00-8:00 pm 

10.50 per child 

Pizza and Soda will be provided 

NOAHõS WIFE  

By T. K. Thorne 

International Author/
Playwright 

RLC Book Study/Presentation 

Book Signing 

Resurrection Lutheran 
Church 

Sunday, October 2, 2011 

2:00 ð 4:00 pm 

Everyone is invited 

Everyone planning to attend  

MUST REGISTER 

Please see sign up sheet in the 
narthex  

 

Fall Festival 

October 22, 2011 

4:00 pm  

More Information to  

Come! 

Diane Manning 

Jill DanceñOpen 

 

Rebecca BryanñClose 
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Once again I am humbled.  Thank you for the gifts of flowers and a beautiful cross in remembrance 
of the 10th  anniversary of my ordination.   The 23rd of September came and went, and I marked it 
with a prayer of thanksgiving.  It still is a mystery to me that God put me into this vocation.  It is 
still a mystery to me that God would have put you into my life at this point in my journey.  I am so 
blessed. 

The cross means a great deal to me.  It is where I live.  It is where my Lord died in order to save all of 
creation from eternal separation from God.  

From the depths of my heart: Thank you!  

Pastor Barb  

No Sale Yard Sale!  

It was a great success 
A Special Thank you to 

RLC for your great 

donations and  
Thank you to all our 

wonderful volunteers!  
 



Financial Information  
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One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up 
at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church.  It was 
covered with names, and small American flags were mounted on 
either side of it.  The seven -year-old had been staring at the plaque 
for some time, soon, the pastor walked up, stood beside the boy 
and said quietly, ñGood morning, Alex.ò  Good morning, Pastor,ò 
replied the young man, still focused on the plaque.  ñPastor Barb, 
what is this?ò  Alex asked.  ñWell, son, itôs a memorial to all the 
men and women who have died in the service.ò  Soberly, they 
stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Little Alexôs voice was 
barely audible when he asked, ñWhich one, the 8:30 or the 11:00 
service?ò 
 

 

Income and Expense   ~  August, 2011 

  Income 

 Offerings        $15,625.00 

    Expense 

 Administration             696.95 

 Adult Education        163.55 

 Fun & Fellowship        263.70 

 Payroll      7,641.40 

 Property & Grounds  (Includes Mortgage)   7,707.57 

 Staff Benefits            3,019.07 

 Systems             251.92    

 Worship         233.15 

    

 Total Expenses      $19,977.31 

 Net Income       ($4,352.31) 
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Weõre Celebrating Reformation 

 

òFull communion [with the United Methodist Church] is not a merger. But it means that the two 
churches express a common confession of Christian faith; mutual recognition of Baptism and sharing 
Holy Communion; join worship and freedom to exchange members; agree to mutual recognition of 
ordained ministers for service in either church; express a common commitment to evangelism, witness 
and service; engage in common decision-making on critical matters; and a mutual lifting of criticisms 
that may exist between the churches.ó 

 

ELCA NEWS SERVICE 
August 20, 2009 

 

Thatõs quite a statement, isnõt it?  What a wonderful day it was when this announcement came out!  
The ELCA National Assembly voted to enter into a relationship with the United Methodist Church with 
the understanding that out theologies have enough in common that we can share in each otherõs    
worship life.  Amen!  This is yet another event in the life of our denomination that points to our desire 
to unite with other Christians in fellowship and mutual love. 

 

The 1st United Methodist Church, Newnan, Georgia 

and 

Reformation Lutheran Church 

Will celebrate a join service of Holy Communion  

Reformation Sunday 

October 30, 2011 at 4 pm 

The service will be hosted by The 1st United Methodist Church 

A reception will follow 

 

Bishop Julian Gordy, ELCA, and Rev. Carol Cook, UMC, will lead worship. 
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Resurrection Lutheran Church 

1250 Lora  Smith Road 

Newnan, GA  30265 

Rev. E. Barbara Gibson, Pastor 

Phone: 770.254.8833 

Fax: 770.254.9477 

E-mail: resluch@juno.com 

To Know Christ and Make Him Known 

www.rlchurch.com 

RESURRECTION 

LUTHERAN CHURCH  


